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The  history  of  our  family  is  the  history  of  America,  But  for  the 
religious  persecutions  and  lack  of  opportunity  of  the  older  countries, 
America  would  have  been  much  slower  in  filling  up  and  would  have  been 
peopled  by  an  entirely  different  type  of  population.  Among  our  fore- 
beards  were  Quakers  who  settled  in  New  Jersey  where  they  put  on  the 
dress  rehearsal  for  the  later  settlement  of  Pennsylvania,  The  peculiar 
political  situation  in  New  Jersey  did  not  seem  to  William  Penn  as  con- 
dusive  to  the  kind  of  colony  which  he  wished  to  settle  so  his  main 
show  was  staged  across  the  river  at  Philadelphia,  There  was  the  Gentian 
Count  whose  estates  were  confiscated  by  the  government  when  he  backed 
the  wrong  party,  who  settled  near  the  Potomac  where  Hampshire  county, 
Va.,  now  is.  One  of  his  grandsons  married  the  daughter  of  a  plain 
German  working  man  from  the  Palatinate  who  had  fled  from  the  perse¬ 
cutions  which  raged  through  those  sections  for  so  many  years.  Then 
there  was  the  British  lady  who  was  too  fine  to  eat  with  the  plain 
German  working  man  who  was  her  son-in-law  so  must  need  eat  her  meals 
in  solitary  splendor  from  her  silver  dishes,  among  our  fathers  was 
also  the  Dutchman  from  Holland  who  tried  trading  at  early  Albany  be¬ 
fore  he  settled  on  Long  Island  where  the  1939  fair  was  held.  There 
were  also  several  families  from  Vales  who,  seeking  freedom  and  oppor¬ 
tunity,  added  their  strength  to  the  task  of  making  a  new  land.  All 
of  these  settled  originally  in  that  small  strip  of  land  between  the 
38th  and  the  41st  parallels  and  not  too  far  from  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
as  far  as  we  have  found,  none  of  these  families  was  very  wealthy  or 
very  famous,  but  on  the  other  hand,  all  were  respected,  self-suffi¬ 
cient  families  of  whom  anyone  should  be  proud  to  have  descended. 

This  brief  story  has  been  confined  to  the  Curtis  line  alone 
and  may  contain  errors  and  does  contain  omissions.  The  authors  will 
be  very  happy  to  hear  from  anyone  who  wishes  to  add  new  data  or  cor¬ 
rect  the  old.  It  is  hoped  that  sometime  a  more  complete  story  can  be 
written  including  all  of  the  lines  which  have  converged  to  make  our 
.  Curtis  family.  If  anyone  wishes  to  write  about  any  omissions  or  cor¬ 
rections,  please  address 

Mrs.  Dwight  W.  Curtis 
1717-Ve  st-Euclid— Ave , 

-Stockton-4,;- Calif.  « 
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THE  CURTIS  FAMILY 

In  1602,  the  year  in  which  William  Penn  made  his 
first  trip  to  Pennsylvania,  John  Curtis  and  his  brother  Thomas 

arrived  at  that  older  Quaker  settlement  at  Burlington,  New 

✓ 

Jersey^  just  across  the  Delaware  River  from  the  site  of 
Philadelphia.  John  and  Thomas  were  sons  or  grandsons  of 
Thomas  Curtis,  woolen  draper,  of  Reading,  England,  who  was 
one  of  the  earliest  Quakers  in  that  country.  2  «phis  Thomas 
was  probably  the  Thomas  Curtis,  who  with  his  wife,  Ann,  was 
imprisoned  for  his  religion  sometime  during  the  years  1660- 
1666.3  since  it  was  during  these  years  that  both  Thomas  and 
John  were  having  their  families,  it  is  quite  likely  that 
Thomas  and  Ann  above  were  their  parents.  In  1684,  Thomas 
bought  himself  a  home  of  150  acres  which  he  named  Bugbrook 
after  his  home  In  England.  Soon  after  this  he  died  leaving 
wife  Jane,  sons  Jonathan  and  Thomas,  and  daughters,  Jane, 
Sarah,  Elizabeth  and  Abigail.  Dorothy  and  Mary  had  died 
previously. 

The  brother  John  bought  347  acres  where  he  built  a 
home  which  he  named  "Ogston"  after  his  home  in  England. 3 
Besides  this  he  owned  several  hundred  acres  which  he  sold 
before  his  death.  ”0gstonM  descended  through  his  son  Thomas, 


Anne 


rose  descendants  still  live  on  the  place.  H  is  wife, 
s  n3ver  mentioned  in  the  New  Jersey  records,  so  it  is  pre- 
umed  that  she  died  early. 

John  and  Anne  had  the  following  children:6 


*2.  Thomas,  horn  7  Sept.  1659,  Northhamptonshire,  England 
and  died  1748,  in  B  urlington  County,  New  Jersey.  On  21 
Sept.  1694  he  married  Elizabeth  Ellis,  only  daughter  of 
Thomas  Ellis,  deceased.  Thomas  Ellis  came  to  New  Jersey 
in  1677  on  the  f lie-boat  “Martha"  as  a  servant.  At  that 
time  a  servant  was  anyone  who  dealt  in  services  instead 
of  commodities .  Among  his  properties  at  his  death  was 
a  whitesmith  shop.  A  whitesmith  was  similar  to  our  sheet 
metal  worker.  He  worked  with  iron  at  work 'njt  needing 
a  forge.  The  descendants  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Ellis) 
Curtis  will  be  considered  later. 

3.  John,  born  9  June  1661  in  Engladd.  No  further  record, 

4.  David  born  5  Feb.  1663  in  England.  Died  1708  in 
Burlington  County,  harried  2  July  1597,  Rachel  Wright. 
After  his  death  she  married  joseph  Lawrence  of  Shrewsburry 
Monmouth  Go.,  N.J.  and  took  her  Curtis  children  there  to 
live.  He  had  many  Descendants  who  are  given  quite 

fully  in  Stillwell* s"Historical  and  Genealogical  Miscel¬ 
lany11,  The  children  of  David  and  Rachel  were:7 

a.  John,  married  1724  Rebecca  Herbert.  Married  second 
Mary?  He  died  1761. 

b.  Thomas 

c.  Samuel 

d.  David,  married  1734,  Meribah  Herbert.  Married 
second,  Sarah? 

e.  Anne 

5.  Jonathan,  born  7  Apr.  1664.  Remained  in  England. 

6.  Elizabeth,  born  12  Dec.  1666,  married  Chesterfield 
Monthly  Meeting,  New  Jersey,  21  Dec.  1688,  Thomas  Folkes, 
Jr. 8  His  father,  Thomas  Folkes  Sr.  was  one  of  the  ten 
Commissioners  of  West  Jersey.9  They  had  issuer^0 

a.  Mary,  born  25  Jan.  1690. 

b.  Isaiah,  born  25  Dec.  1691 

c.  Anne,  born  12  Dec.  1693,  married  21  Dec.  1716, 

Samuel  Taylor,  son  of  Samuel  and  Taylor. 

d.  Thomas,  born  16  Aug.  1697,  married  Dec.  1722, 

Mary  Pancoast,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Thomasin 
(Scattergood)  Pancoast. 

e.  Elizabeth,  born  31  Nov.  1700. 

f.  Sarah,  born  25  Feb.  1702,  married  Feb.  1723, 

Joseph  Thorn,  son  of  John. 

g.  Isaiah,  born  23  May  1704,  married  22  Mar.  1728 
Alice  Lawrence. 

h.  Rebecca,  born  3  Iviay  1706,  married  1727,  Samuel 
Horsman,  married,  second  John  Tan turn. 

7.  Son,  born  10  Aug.  1667.  ) 

8.  Daughter,  born  10  Aug.  1667  ) 


No  further  record 


Second  Generation 
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2.  Thomas  Curtis,  son  of  John  and  Anne,  inherited  his  father's 
heme  place  of  n0g3tonn  where  he  made  his  home .  11  V/ife, 

Elisabeth  probably  died  before  him,  as  she  is  hamed  as  executor 
in  his  will  made  1732,  but  when  it  was  proved  in  1749,  the 
sons  were  the  only  surviving  emeutors/6  Thomas  died  in  May 
1743.  His  children  were ; 

9.  John,  died  1766.  He  married,  first,  7  Jan.  1733/4, 
Elizabeth  Pancoast,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Thomasin 
(Scattergood)  Pancoast  and  sister  of  the  Mary  Pancoast 
who  married  Thomas  -Polices,  Jr.  John  and  Elizabeth  had 
issue:15 

a.  Thomas 

to.  Grace,  Married  Shreve. 

Elizabeth  (Pancoast)  Curtis  died  and  John  married  second, 
Marcia  Rockhill,  daughter  of  Robert  Rockhill  and  had:1'1' 
c.  Jonathan 
d •  J ohn 

e.  Robert 

f.  Clem  j 

-  g.  Elizabeth 

10.  Elizabeth,  died  1766.  Married  13  May  1 7 J 6 ,  Henry 
Cooper.  They  had  no  children.  b 

11*  Jonathan,  died  1770.  Apparently  never  married. 

#12.  Joseph,  married  1740,  Anne  Watson,  daughter  of 
Karmaduko.  Of  them  more  later* 

,13.  Anne,  died  1775.  Married  5- Sept.  1730,  Thomas  Pancoast 
brother  of  Mary  and  Elizabeth  Pancoast  above.  They  had 
■  •  children : 

a.  Joseph,  died  young 

.  •  to.  Grace,  born  1734.  Married  19  Nov.  1755,  Caleb 
Shrove  . 

•.  .  *  Cm  Tryphena  married  Samuel  Smitft  - 

d •  Ann  married  Abraham  Scott 
©.  Thomasin  married  Philip  Bowne* 
f •  Thomas  married  Hannah  Ridgway. 

■  '  .  ■  Third  Generation 


12.  Joseph  Curtis,  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Ellis  Curtis 
was  born  in  Buslington  County,  New  Jersey.  He  and  Ann  Watson 
appeared  before  the  Chesterfield  Meeting  of  Friends  on  6  Jan. 
1740  and  again  on  3  Feb.  1740  and  were  given  permission  to  wed. 


The  marriage  took  place  sometime  before  Ear eh  1, 


as  on  that 
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date,  "Isaac  Eerier  brought  account  things  were  orderly  at  the 

marriage  of  Joseph  Curtis."10  Joseph  was  a  farmer  and  miller 

near  the  little  village  of  Crosswicks*  Ann  was  the  daughter 

19 

of  I'armaduke  Watson.  ,  son  of  Matthew  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth 

20  ' 

Pancoast,  daughter  of  William.  This  Elizabeth  Pancoast  was 

a  first  cousin  of  the  Pancoasts  above  mentioned  as  will  be 

shown  in  the  Pancoast  family  record.  Joseph  and  Ann  had  at 

least  the  following  childrens 

•  14.  Diadema,  married  22  Apr.  1762,  Ad in  Pancoast,  son 
of  John,  and  first  cousin  of  har  mother,  Ann.  She  died 
before  1767  when  Ad in  married  second,  Abigail  Boone. ^ 

15.  Elizabeth,  nurvicC  1/  Nov.  1767,  Jonathan  X  i  rubric)  e, 
famous  Quaker  preacher  of  Lower  Makofield  Twsn.,  Bucks 
Co.,  Pa.,  ,  and  son  of  L'ahlon  Stacy  Kirkbride.^ 

#16.  Joseph,  born  1749  in  New  Jersey.  Died  1837  at  the 
home  of  his  son  Joseph  in  Edgar  Co.,  Illinois.  Of  him 
more  later.'23 

17.  Marmaduke,  born  15  May  1755,  Bordentown,  N.J.,  died 
1822  in  Erie,  Pa.  Ee  was  Foragemaster  in  the  quartermaster 
corps  during  the  Revolution,  He  married  Mary  Imlay, 
daughter  of  William  and  Achsah  (Pearson)  Imlay. 

Their  children  were : 

a.  Lydia,  born  1802 
b*  Rachel,  born  1805 

c.  Robert  Imlay,  born  1792 

d,  Lebed iah  B.  ^ 

-  a ,  Ann  married  Zcbediah  Bonham. ^4 


'Fourth  0  cneration 


16.  Joseph  Curtis,  son  of  Joseph  and  Ann,  was  born  in  Burling¬ 
ton  County  in  1749.  In  Apr.  6,  1775,  he  took  a  certificate 
to  the  Klngwood  Monthly  Meeting  in  Hunterdon  County,  New 
Jersey.  This  he  failed  to  deliver,  which  is  probably 

i  ' 

accounted  for  by  the  minutes  of  the  Chesterfield  Meeting  for 
"ye  5th  of  ye  9th  mo  1776"  where  it  reports  that  he  "has  gone 
out  in  marriage  with  a  person  not  belonging  to  P’ricnds  and  ha:- 


25 

engaged  in  promoting  military  measures."  The "person  not 

belonging  to  Friends"  whom  he  married  was  Jane  Opdyke,  daugh- 

26 

ter  of  Benjamin  who  died  in  1307 * ^  The  military  measures  which 

i 

he  promoted  have  not  been  learned  but  the  following  story  may 
help  explain: 

New  Egypt,  a  small  agricultural  village,  straddles 

Grosswicks  Creek . At  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 

the  village  v/as  known  as  Timmons  Kills.  After  the  victory 
at  Trenton,  in  December,  1776,  Washington  needed  grain 
for  his  -army.  B  onjamin  Jones,  one  of  the  General’s  New 
Jersey  advisors,  had  a  large  quantity  of  Buckwheat  Flour 
and  Gornmeal  stored  at  the  mills;  he  sent  his.  secretary, 
Joseph  Curtis,  to  bring  the  milled  grain  to  Trenton. 
Hailing  the  welcome  arrival,  Washington  said,  "Joseph 
has  been  in  Egypt  and  gotten  the  corn".  The  village  was 
called  Egypt  until  1845,  when  the  prefix  "New"  was  added 
to  avoid  confusion  with  other  "Egypts". 

There  is.  also  a  family  tradition  that  this  Joseph  was  a 

special  dispatch  carrier  for  Washington#  This  seems  very 

possible  because  Washington  made  his  Headquarters  during  the 

■  New  Jersey  campaign  in  the  home  of  Jane  Opdyke ' s  Uncle  John, 
and  the  man  who  guided  Washington  on  the  trip  across  the 
Delaware  was  Joseph  Ins lee,  probably  a  cousin  of  Jane's. 

Sometime  after  the  Revolution,  Joseph  and  Jane  Curtis 
:  moved  to  Hampshire  County,  Virginia  and  from  there  to  Adams 

County,  Ohio  in  1796.  Here  they  settled  on  a  farm  beside  the 
Ohio  River  where  they  lived  until  a  few  years  before  Joseph's 
death,  when  he  moved  to  the  home  of  his  only  son,  Joseph  in 
Edgar  County,  Illinois,  where  he  died  in  1837.  Joseph  and 
Jane  (Opdyke)  Curtis  had  the  following  children: 

17.  Diadema,  married  John  Rogers 

■  a.  George  Rogers,  married  Rebecca. 

v  b.  Joseph  Curtis  Rogers  married  Sarah 
c.  Mary  married  John  G.  Parker, 
j  .  d.  Jane  married  Elijah  Heill. 

©#  Thomas  Williamson  Rogers.- 
S  f.  Elizabeth  Elonor  Rogers. 

g#  Sarah  Ann  Rogers. 


•  • 

x  :...J  to\  tL  if  r-  ui.«  'lavii:  oliiv 
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18.  Anns  Curtis  married  24  Jan.  loll,  Adams  County,  Ohio, 
Robert  Fitzpatrick  of  H  ighland  County,  Ohio,, 

19.  Sarah  Curtis,  married  17  Oct  (15  Nov.)  1815,  Nathan 
Rcunsavell. 

20.  Elizabeth  Curtis,  'married  17  Jan-  2817,  Samuel  Pell. 

21.  Lydia,  married.  Jonathan  Pownall. 

-::-22.  Joseph  Curtis,  born  28  May  1786  in  New  Jersey,  died 
1852,  Edgar  County,  Illinois,  harried  13  Nov.  1815,  Pick¬ 
away  County  Ohio,  Hannah  Shelby,  born  1789,  Washington 
County,  Pa.,  died  18  Oct.  1884,  Edgar  County,  Illinois. 
Daughter  of  David  and  Mary  (Williams)  Shelby. 


Fifth  Generation 


22.  Joseph  Curtis  III,  son  of  Joseph  and  Jane  (Opdyke)  Curtis, 
was  born  28  May,  1786  in  New  Jersey.  He  died  in  1852  in  Edgar 
Couht,..  Illinois.  Into  those  66  years,  he  packed  a  great 
deal  of  living.  Travelling  was  very  primitive  v/hen  his  family  • 
took  him  and  his  sisters  on  the  long  trip  to  Virginia  and  then 
to  Ohio.  Indians  were  still  a  real  cause  of  fear  and  I  can 
imagine  ten-year-old  Joseph  listening  wide-eyed  to  the  tales 
he  heard  along  the  way.  He  must  have  been  a  very  serious- 
minded  little  boy  because  soon  after  their  arrival  in  Ohio, 
he  was  starting  the  little  nursery  that  was  the  foundation  of 
his  life  work.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  had  secured  a 
piece  of  land  on  which  he  could  plant  his  seedling  trees, 
impatient  with  the  slow  process  of  growing  seedlings  and 
grafting  he  invented  a  system  of  root  grafting.  Until  1817, 
h©  v/as  busy  developing  and  collecting  various  varieties  of 
apples.  In  1815,  he  married  Hannah  Shelby,  daughter  of  David 
Shelby  and  in  1818,  they  started  off  with  a  young  baby  for 
Illinois. 

In  her  journal,  Hannah  tells  of  living  on  the  keel-boat 
while  the  last  preparations  were  being  made  for  the  trip.  Food 
for  the  trip  and  after  had  to  be  packed  as  the  river  was  not  line 
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with  markets.  Y/ood  for  cooking  2-nd  for  heat  had  to  be  chopped 
and  piled  on  a  raft.  250  bushels  of  fruit  which  Hannah  had  cut 
and  dried  were  in  their  stock,  as  weie  all  the  precious  little  tre 
for  their  nursery  acock.  In  February,  the  ice  broke  up  and  the 
wood  raft  broke  loose.  With  her  sijx-weeks  old  baby,  she  ran  a 
mile  at  midnight  in  the  snow  to  get  help.  The  boats  were  taken  to 
a  safer  spot  around  the  bend,  while  the  work  was  finished.  The 

i 

|  trip  down  the  Ohio  was  easy  compared  with  the  problem  of  bush- 

1  v/acking  and  polling  the  awkward  crafts  up  stream.  They  stayed  a 
year  at  Terre  Haute  (Fort  Harrison),  living  in  the  beat  and  later 
in  a  cabin  while  Joseph  selected  and  secured  his  farm  across  the 
river  in  Edgar  County,  Illinois.  Here  they  sold  some  of  the  dried 
fruit  for  three  dollars  a  bushel. 

Although  Joseph  never  became  rich  in  his  nursery  venture,  he 
sold  trees  all  over  the  middle  states,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Iowa  and  Missouri.  Salesmen  went  out  in  the  fall  taking  orders 
to  be  delivered  in  the  spring  in  great  wagons  pulled  by  four  or 
six  ossn.  Money  being  scarce,  any  saleable  article  was  accepted, 
in  trade,  hides,  deerskins,  coonskins,  etc.  His  nursery  w as  the 
first  in  Illinois.  An  interesting  article  about  this  Joseph 

i  ^ 

Curtis  can  be  read  in  Bailey’s  "Cyclopedia  of  Horticulture". 

Probably  nest  to  his  interest  in  trees,  was  his  interest  in 
religion.  His  home  in  Illinois  was  the  scene  of  the  first 
Methodist  class  opened  in  Edgar  County  where  they  met  for  worship 
for  25  years.  He  donated  land  on  which  a  church  building  was 
built.  Many  of  his  descendants  are  still  of  the  Methodist  faith 
and  active  in  its  service. 

t 

Joseph  ana  Hannah  (Shelby)  Curtis  had  the  following  children: 

i 

^3.  Joseph  Curtis,  born  13  July  1817,  Adams  County,  Ohio, 
aiod  1818  in  Edgar  County,  Ill.  This  is  the  child  that 


3 


Hannah  ran  with  through  the  snow,  and  later  took  on  the 
arduous  trip  to  Illinois  <, 

*24.  David  Shelby  Curtis. 

*25.  Harvey  V; i Ilian; s  Curtis 
*26.  B  enjamin  Opdyke  Curtis 
*27.  Isaac  Hadley  Curtis. 

28.  George  Webster  Curtis,  died  young. 


Sixth  Generation 


24.  David  Shelby  Curtis,  born  1  July  1819  In  Illinois,  and  died 
28  Jan.  1899  of  organic  heart  disease.  David  farmed  north  of 
Paris  and  shared  the  running  of  a  nursery  with  his  brother, 
Benjamin.  He  was  married  27  July  1848  to  Frances  Dickenson, 
daughter  of  Robert  N.  and  Cynthia  (Rives)  Dickenson,  born 

27  July  1828  in  Virginia  and  died  1903  In  Edgar  County.  They  had: 

29.  Henry,  died  young  and  unmarried 

30.  Alice,  married  J.D.  Howard  but  had  no  family. 

31.  Ella,  died  as  an  infant. 

32.  David  Shelby,  married  Anna  Jenkins  Dye  but  had  no  family. 
*33.  Belle,  born  1856,  married  5  Sept.  1878,  In  Edgar 

County,  Allen  Slders. 

*34.  Joseph  William,  born  16  Jan,  1862,  married  23  June  1909, 
Clara  Edith  Powelson. 

35.  Jennie  married  D.D.  Anthony  but  had  no  family. 

25.  Harvey  Williams  Curtis  was  born  7  Oct.  1822  In  Edgar  County 
and  died  7  March  1907  in  Topeka,  Kansas.  In  1847,  he  married 
Sarah  Lawrence,  daughter  of  John  Grey  Lawrence.  On  May  7,  1849, 
Sarah  died  leaving  a  son  Isaac  Shelby  Curtis  born  in  1848  and  a 
s.on  Charles  who  died  soon  after  his  mother.  Harvey  married  again 
in  1851,  Sarah(iloore)  Tetrick,  who  was  born  in  1823  and  died  in 
Topeka,  Kansas  in  1892.  Their  children  were: 

By  first  wife,  Sarah  Lawrence: 

*36.  Isaac  Shelby  Curtis,  born  1848,  lived  much  of  his  early 
life  In  Edgar  County  with  his  Aunts,  Haney  Hodge  and  Rachel- 
Curtis. 

37.  Charles  Curtis,  born  1849,  died  young. 


By  his  second  wife,  Sarah  Te trick: 

•>;-38.  3  enjamin  koore  Curtis,  born  1852,  died  June  1893. 

On  August  27,  1377,  he  married  Adelia  Peeples. 

39.  Hannah,  died  young. 

40.  Emma,  died  young. 

26.  3  enjamin  Opdyke  Curtis,  born  Edgar  County,  19  karch  1824, 
died  16  karch  1902  of  bronchial  pneumonia  and  is  buried  in  Edgar 
Cemetery.  On  Sept.  1856,  he  married  Jane  Stout,  daughter  of 
Adriel  and  Eliza  (Leans)  Stout.  To  this  marriage,  five  daughters 
were  born,  Mary,  Anna,  Emma,  Dora,  and  Adriella,  of  whom  only 
Mary  grew  to  maturity.  Mary  died,  unmarried,  10  Dec.  1882,  and 
is  buried  in  Edgar  Cemetery. 

Benjamin,  called  Uncle  Benny  by  all  who  knew  him,  was  the 

best  known  of  the  brothers.  He  was  crop  reporter,  member  of  the 

/ 

state  Historical  Society  for  many  years  and  wrote  many  articles 
for  farm  and  horticultural  papers.  With  his  brother  David,  he 
established  a  nursery  near  Paris.  Although  he  raised  many  kinds 
of  fruits,  his  specialty  v/as  strawberry  plants,  of  which  he 
originated  several  new  variaties. 

27.  Isaac  Hadley  Curtis,  born  7  Aug,  1826,  died  26  Feb.  1905, 
was  married  11  Oct.  1849  to  Rachel  Lawrence,  daughter  of  John 
Grey  and  Elizabeth  (Ensminger)  Lawrence  and  sister  of  Sarah 
Lawrence  who  married  Harvey  Williams  Curtis,  Rachel  v/as  born 

17  Nov.  1829  in  Pike  County,  Ohio  and  died  27  July  1908  in 

« 

Edgar  County,  where  she  is  buried*  Isaac  was  named  Isaac  after 
his  mother's  brother,  Isaac  Shelby  and • Hadley  for  a  Methodist 
preacher.  He  has  his  biography  in  the  last  two  county  histories  ' 
and  a  picture  in  one.  At  one  time  he  owned  1800  acres,  500  at 
his  death.  He  would  have  been  immensely  wealthy  had  he  not 
always  optomistically  bought  more  land  before  the  old  was  paid 
for.  He  had  1000  acres  of  wheat  one  year,  600  the  next,  both 


very  poor  crops.  He  learned  the  nursery  business  from  his 
.  father  but  did  not  follow  this  line  after  leaving  home  at  the 
age  of  20  years.  In  1848,  he  bought  160  acres  of  land  at  ^5.00 
an  acre,  improved  it,  built  a  two  room  log  cabin  and  to  this 
home  brought  his  bride  on  October  11,  1849.  This  bride  later 

I  ' 

i  liked  to  tell  how  clean  he  had  kept  everything,  of  the  nice  blue 

i 

■  company  dishes  and  the  honeysuckle  and  trumpet  creeper  on  the 

, 

|  house  or  cabin.-  The  oldest  child,  Orlando  was  born  here  but 
after  two  years,  they  went  to  his  father’s  home  to  manage  the 
farm  during  the  last  sickness  of  his  father,  Joseph  Curtis. 
During  two  years  here,  the  second  child,  Joseph  was  born.  After 
his  father’s  death,  Isaac  bought  land  up  on  the  prairie  at  '^15 
an  acre.  Here-  all  the  other  children  were  born  and  reared.  The 
virgin  soil  he  broke  with  oxen,  up  to  the  door  of  the  house  so 
that  the  children  might  not  get  lost  in  the  high  grass.  Ague 
and  chills  were  very  common  until  the  land  was  drained  at  an 
expense  of  thousands  of  dollars.  Prairie  chickens  by  the 
hundreds  sat  on  the  fences  and  numbers  of  wild  ducks  and  geese 

were  attracted  by  the  sloughs.  Later  Isaac  had  many  tenants 

•»  « 

|  and  as  many  as  25  teams  at  work  in  the  fields  at  one  time. 
Naturally  he  had  many  orchards,  peach, cherry,  plums, 
apples,  quinces,  currants,  gooseberries,  berries,  all  planted 

I  so  'that  a  lovely  vista  showed  any  way  you  looked.  Today  the 

(  •  - 
trees  and  vines  are  only  a  memory. 

Isaac  and  Rachel  were  very  religious.  He  published  a  book 

on  Revelations,  called  ’’The  Double  Nature  of  the  Kingdom  of 

Christ”  planning  to  place  It  in  libraries.  At  the  time  of  his 

r 

death,  he  was  working  on  another  but  a  heart  attack  took  him 

1  .  _ 

ho  could  finish  it.  His  education  did  not  stop  when  he 
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had  finished  formal  schooling  at  the  country  school  and  the 
Academy  in  Paris.  He  was  an  affectionate  father,  a  hard  worker 
a  good  Republican  and  a  Methodist.  Rachel,  his  wife,  took 
financial  reverses,  illness  and  hard  work  with  characteristic 
cheerfulness.  They  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  in  1899,  and 
a  year  later  moved  to  the  house  on  Sutherland  Avenue  in  Paris, 
where  they  lived  out  their  lives  in  peace  and  quiet. 

Their  children  were : 

*41.  Orlando  Curtis,  born  near  Wetzel  Station  1  Oct.  1850, 
died  18  April  1922,  in  Kemmerer,  Wyo.  He  married  Feb. 

20,  1873,  Mary  Hennessy,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Adda 
(Anderson)  Hennessy.  She  was  born  1857  and  died  1933  or 
4  in  Denver,  Colo. 

*42.  Joseph  Curtis,  born  18  Sept.  1852,  died  14  Dec.  1927  in 
Paris,  married  3  Feb.  1884,  Emma  Haines,  daughter  of  John 
Haines  and  Ruth  Crawford.  She  was  born  8  Feb.  1858  and  died 
at  Paris,  7.  May  1931. 

*43.  Hannah  Curtis,  born  1  Aug.  1854,  died  of  consumption 
19  March  1878  and  is  buried  in  the  Paris  Cemetery.  She  was 
'  a  great  favorite  of  the  family,  always  cheerful  and  kind. 
Every  care  known  at  the  time  was  given  her  but  no  permanent 
good  was  done. 

44.  John  Grey  Lawrence  Curtis,  named  for  his  grandf ather- 
Lawrence,  w as  born  6  June  1856  and  died  18  Oct.  1935.  lie 
attended  the  Blue  Mound  School  as  did  all  but  the  last  tv;o 
or  three  children.  He  farmed  for  himself  for  a  number  of 
years,  other  times  helping  his  brother,  Joe.  He  travelled 
extensively,  to  Kansas,  South  Dakota,  Oklahoma  and  to  Canada. 
He  v/ as  well  informed  on  many  subjects.  His  last  four  years 
were  spent  in  bed  most  of  the  time.  He  died  of  heart  trouble 
and  arterio-sclerosis .  John  never  married. 

45.  Isaac  (Zach)  named  for  his  father,  was  born  18  July 
1858  and  died  24  July  1914.  Physically  not  very  strong, 
he  had  a  keen  mind  and  was  a  wide  reader.  He  attended 
country  school  and  Hurty’s  Academy  In  Paris.  As  a  young  man 
he  clerked  in  a  dry  goods  store  but  later  farmed  for  himself. 

*46.  Charles  Wesley,  born  19  June  1860,  died  near  Orland, 
California,  7  Aug.  1919.  He  married  18  March  1897,  at 
Galveston,  Texas,  Emma  Jenkins,  daughter  of  Eli  Franklin 
and  Anna  (Kyger)  Jenkins  of  Vermillion  County,  Ill. 

47.  Elizabeth,  born  29  June  1862,  died  29  Aug.  1941  in  Paris, 
Ill.,  from  complications  suffered  when  she  broke  her  hip. 
Bessie  was  never  married  but  made  herself  useful  and  was 
loved  by  all  of  her  sisters  with  whom  she  lived.  She  was 
interested  in  church  and  missionary  work  and  very  much 
interested  in  family  history. 

48.  Maria  Curtis  was  named  for  her  mother’s  sister,  Maria 


. 
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(Lawrence)  Li  Her.  She  was  horn  18  Feb.  18S4  at  the  Blue 
hound  heme  near  Paris.  Laria  studied  Lusic,  at  home  and 
at  Indianapolis,  before  attending  Oberiin  College  for  one 
year.  She  has  taught  piano  lessos  to  a  large  number  of 
pupils'  through  the  years.  She  sang  in  the  choir  and 
belonged  to  the  Paris-Terre  Haute  Treble  Clef  Club.  On 
15  June,  1897,  she  became  at  once  a  wife  and  a  mother, 
when  she  married  Dr.  Harry  LcKennan,  a  fine  physician  and 
surgeon,  and  took  upon  herself  the  task  of  rearing  his  two 
children.  Although  she  has  had  none  of  her  own,  these  two 
children  loved  her  as  a  mother  and  the  stepson  is  still 
greatly  attached  to  his  stepmother.  After  her  husband's 
sudden  death  of  pneumonia  in  1906,  Laria  returned  to  her 
music,  studying  and  teaching  until  her  marriage  in  1917 
to  George  Yi /'•  Liller.  In  South  Dakota,  where  he  was  General 
Secretary  of  Sunday  School  Work  for  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  she  enjoyed  membership  in  many  clubs  and  church 
organizations.  Mr.  Miller  died  in  1932,  and  after  some 
time  to  settle  her  affairs,  she  returned  to  Paris  where  she 
now  lives. 

49.  William  was  stillborn. 

50.  Rachel,  named  for  her  mother,  was  born  27  Nov.  1867 
and  married  at  a  double  ceremony  with  her  sister,  Maria, 
on  June  15,.  1897,  to  Clayton  Mitchell,  son  of  George  and 
and  Mary  (Driskell)  Mitchell  He  is  a  realtor  at  Evanston, 
Ill.  but  has  been  Interested  in  land  in  Canada  and  Florida 
where  they  have  spent  some  time.  Rachel  also  was  musical 
having  studied  it  at  Valparaiso  University,  Indiana  for 
one  year  and  taught  that  subject.  She  has  no  family. 

*51.  Sarah  (Sally),  born  at  the  old  home  farm  1  July  1869, 

.  was  married  5  Oct.  1899  to  Frank  L,  Moss,  son  of  William 
Henry  and  Priscilla  (Calvin)  Moss. 

52.  Angie  Belle,  named  for  her  mother's  sister,  Angie 
Wilcox,  was  born  3  April  1871  at  the  old  home  farm,  where 
she  died  8  Dec.  1875,  of  whooping  cough  and  bronchitis. 

*53.  Nellie  Grant,  named  for  the  daughter  of  President 
Ulysses  S.  Grant,  was  born  19  Feb.  1873  and  died  15  Oct. 
1904.  On  Jan  15  1896,  she  married  Wilbert  Jenkins  a 
brother  of  Emma  Jenkins,  who  married  Charles  Wesley  Curtis. 


Seventh  Generation 

33,  Belle  Curtis,  daughter  of  David  Shelby  and  Frances  (Dickenson) 
Curtis,  born  1856  in  Edgar  County,  was  married,  in  that  county, 

5  Sept.  1878,  to  Allen  Siders,  son  of  Philip  and  Anna  (Hollinger) 

i  . 

Siders. 

*54.  Mabel  Siders  born  13  April  1881,  died  Oct.  1946  of 
cancer,  married  Fred  Parrish. 

34,  Joseph  William  Curtis,  born  16  Jan.  1862,  son  of  David  Shelby 

e  •  . 


married  23  June  1909  at 


ana  Prance 3  (Dickinson)  Curtis,  married  23  June  1909  at 
Villisca,  Iowa,  Clara  Edith  Pov/elson,  born  21  June  1879. 
children,  all  of  whom  graduated  from  Colorado  State  Teachers 
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Their 


College  were: 


*55.  Jennie  Nevius  Curtis,  born  4  Sept.  1910  at  Gardner, 
Colorado,  married  28  June  1934,  George  Adolph  Goemmer. 

*56.  William  Pov/elson  Curtis,  Jr.,  born  30  Oct.  1912, 
married  at  Raton,  New  Mesica,  23Nov.  1935,  Ruth  Allison 
Bruce.  He  v/as  an  officer  in  the  Pacific  during  World  War  II. 

57.  Ruth  Liriam,  born  27  Feb.  1914,  married  1  March  1942 
to  Tower  Gilbert.  No  children. 

58.  Clara  Edith,  born  17  Feb.  1916,  married  3  Oct.  1940, 
to  Herman  Vernon  Cash.  No  Children. 

36.  Isaac  Shelby  Curtis,  born  1848  in  Edgar  County,  died  1934 

in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  He  married  in  Edgar  County,  Flora  Wright, 

daughter  of  Truman  Wright.  Their  children  were: 

59.  Leona,  died  as  infant. 

60.  Harry,  -died  as  infant. 

61.  Lillian,  married  John  Sellers.  Has  several  children. 

62.  Jessie,  married  Sennet  Hornsby  May  2,  1886,  In  Topeka, 
Kansas.  Had  two  sons  in  World  War  II. 

63.  Harvey  Truman  Curtis. 

64.  Benjamin  Curtis. 

38.  Benjamin  Moore  Curtis,  son  of  Harvey  Williams  Curtis  and 
Sarah  (Moore)  Tetrick,  born  1852,  died  1893.  He  married  on 
27  August  1877,  Adelia  Peeples  In  Summerf ield.  Ill.  Their 
children  were: 

65.  Grace  Curtis,  born  3  Jan.  1882,  married  M.A.E.  Purcell. 

66.  Nellie,  twin  to  Grace,  married  first  Reese  Williams. 

He  died  23  Jan.  1930.  She  married  A.E.  Williams.  By  first 
husband  had  son  David,  born  1909. 

67.  Benjamin  Moore  Curtis,  born  1885,  died  1941,  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma.  Married  Belle  Rouse  but  had  no  family. 

40.  Orlando  Curtis  (Lan),  son  of  Isaac  and  Rachel  Curtis,  born 

1850,  died  1922,  Kemmerer,  Wyo.,  married  1873,  his  childhood 

sweetheart,  Mary  Hennessy.  He  attended  the  Blue  Mound  School, 

farmed  several  of  his  father’s  places  before  buying  his  own. 

Later  he  invested  in  Wyoming  oil  and  Nevada  silver  but  no  v/ealth 


ever  came  of  it.  He  died  and  was  buried  in  ’Wyoming  but  his 

widow  moved  to  Denver,  Colo,  They  had  children: 

63.  William  3  .  Curtis,  married  Alva  Gill.  No  children. 

69.  Blanche  married  Huston  Caldwell.  No  family. 

41.  Joseph  Curtis,  son  of  Isaac  and  Rachel  Curtis,  was  named  for 

his  grandfather  Curtis.  Being  one  of  the  older  sons,  he  helped 

his  father  a  great  deal  on  the  farm.  His  own  operations  were 


very  successful,  as  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  he  left  500  acres 
at  his  death,  which  were  farmed  by  his  three  older  sons.  He 
was  a  leader  at  the  church,  being  Sunday  School  Superintendent 
at  Pine  Grove.  He  had  five  children: 


46. 


* 70.  Fred  Lincoln  Curtis,  born  1885,  died  Oct.  1952  in 
Edgar  County.  In  1905  he  married  Della  Ferguson,  born  1884. 
*71.  Charles  C.  Curtis,  born  13  April  1887,  died  of  a  gunshot 
accidentally  incurred  23  Nov.  1949  at  Paris.  He  married 
31  Aug.  1911,  Beulah  Honeywell,  born  Oct.  1887. 

*72.  Ruth  Rachel  Curtis,  born  19  Kay  1892,  married  28  April 
1912,  Edgar  Parrish. 

74.  Walter  Curtis,  born  1893,  married  1924,  Kathleen  Hodge. 
Walter  served  in  ’World  War  I.  He  died  without  children. 


n  Be^ie  Curtis,  born ?£>ec./m,  mtrrieJ  s  Apr  iVz,ftvrtle  tfe.  U . 

Charles  Wesley,  named  for  a  hethodist  preacher,  was  born 


19  June  1860  and  died  as  the  result  of  a  fall  7  August  1919.  He 


owned  a  flourishing  laundry  in  Galveston,  Tesns  where  he  married 


.Emma  Jenkins.  Her  home  was  near  Georgetown,  Illinois  but  she  had 
been  teaching  in  Colorado  until  she  went  to  Texas  to  marry.  They 
had  met  when  both  were  attending  Valparaiso  University.  His 
partnership  with  his  cousin  Charlie  Bowen,  proving  unsatisfactory 


he  bought  him  out  and  until  he  sold  out,  was  sole  owner.  He  sold 


out  a  few  months  before  the  great  tidal  wave  that  wrecked  Galves¬ 
ton.  All  of  their  neighbors  were  lost  in  the  catastrophe.  They 
visited  then  for  several  months  with  his  parents  in  Illinois  before 
locating  In  Ogden,  Utah,  where  he  bought  another  laundry.  His 
ventures  in  oil  and  mining  were  never  very  successful.  In  1906, 
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it  was  decided  to  move  to  California  for  the  health  of  his  family 
Here  he  had  a  very  successful  farm  until  the  accident  which  later 
resulted  in  his  death*  V/hen  he  could  no  longer  do  the  work 
which  he  felt  he  should  do  on  the  place,  he  sold  it  and  undertook 
the  selling  of  cars.  After  a  long  illness,  he  died*  He  had 
four  hoys,  all  of  whom  married  and  have  families. 

*75.  Dwight  Vies  ley  Curtis,  horn  6  Jan.  1898,  Galveston, 

Tesas,  married  24  hay  1924,  Orland,  California,  Mary  Gorrell 
daughter  of  William  Friend  and  Ella  (Wells)  Gorrell. 

*76.  Joseph  Landon  Curtis,  horn  29  June  1900,  at  Ogden 
Utah,  died  at  the  Veteran’s  Hospital  in  Oakland,  Calif., 
November,  1949.  He  married  in  Long  Beach,  Calif.,  30  June 

1921,  Ara  Baugher,  daughter  of  Selden  Wayne  and  Ellen  (Bell) 
Baugher. 

'*77,  Charles  Wilbert  Curtis,  horn  at  Ogden,  6  Oct.  1902, 
married  at  Reno,  Nevada,  20  June  1936,  Theresa  Burke  Gordon, 
(Peggy),  daughter  of  Fred  and  Mary  (Burke)  Gordon.  He  died 
12  March,  1953. 

*78.  Lawrence  Clayton  Curtis,  horn  6  Feh.  1906,  married  at 
San  Jose,  Calif.,  2  Aug.  1930,  Dorothy  Spotswood,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Alice  (McLean)  Spotswood. 

51.  Sarah  Curtis,  horn  1  July  1869,  married  5  Oct.  1899,  Frank 

Leslie  Moss.  He  farms  a  large  acreage  in  Edgar  County,  with  his 

i 

son  Clarence.  Sarah  graduated  from  the  State  Normal  at  Carh on- 
dale,  Ill.  and  taught  several  years  before  her  marriage.  Since 
her  marriage,  she  has  been  very  active  in  church  and  club  work. 
Her  special  interest  is  in  gardening,  antique  glass  and  D.A.R. 
activities.  Until  recently,  her  irises  were  known  throughout 
the  community.  She  gives  talks  on  plants,  spices  or  historical 
subjects.  Her  notes  supplied  much  of  the  material  on  the  family 
in  Illinois,  and  were  the  spark  which  started  the  entire  investi¬ 
gation  of  the  family.  Her  children  are: 

*79.  Mary  Louise  Moss,  born  20  August,  1900,  married  2  Sept. 

1922,  Walter  Powell  Shoaff,  son  of  Douglas  and  Virginia 
Boll©  (Powell)  Shoaff. 

*80.  Clarence  Calvin  Moss,  born  23  Jan.  1905,  married  3  Sept 
1932,  Lola  B.  Ross,  daughter  of  Ora  and  Grace  (N  orton)  Ross 
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53.  Kellie  Grant  Curtis,  born  19  Feb.  1873  died  15  Oct.  1904. 

On  15  Jan.  1836^  she  married  Wilbert  Jenkins,  son  of  Eli  Franklin 
and  Anna  (Kyger)  Jenkins,  brother  of  Emma  Jenkins  who  married  her 
brother  Charles.  Nellie  was  always  subject  to  severe  nosebleeds, 
which  with  dysentery  finally  caused  her  death.  She  lived  for  a 
while  in  Danville  but  later  moved  to  the  family  farm  to  help  her 
parents.  When  the  parents  moved  into  town,  she  and  her  husband 
took  over  running  of  the  farm.  Their  children  were: 

81.  Donald  Kyger  Jenkins,  born  30  July  1898,  married  first, 
Evelyn  Rouse;  married  second  16  Nov.  1935,  Effie  (Wilson) 
Anderson  who  died  about  1948  and  third,  Dorothy  Wells •  He 
repairs  automatic  washing  machines  and  she,  with  her 
brother,  runs  a  transfer  business.  No  children. 

82.  Josephine,  born  2  August  1901  and  died  1906. 

,  '  Eighth  Generation 

# 

54.  Mabel  Siders,  daughter  of  Allen  Siders  and  Belle  Curtis  was 
born  13  April  1881  and  died  Oct.  1946.  She  married  Fred  Parrish 
and  lived  in  Paris,  Ill.  They  had  one  son: 

83.  Allen  Parrish,  born  5  Aug.  1907,  married  first,  Dorothy 
Koho,  who  died  at  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  Mary  Jane,  3  Feb. 
1929.  He  Married  second,  Minnie  Bovill. 

55.  Jennie  Nevius  Curtis,  daughter  of  Joseph  William  and  Clara 
Edith  (Powelson)  Curtis,  was  born  4  Sept.  1910  at  Gardner,  Colo., 
married  there  28  June  1934,  George  Adolph  Goemmer .  Their 
children  are: 

84.  Lou  Otto  Goemmer,  born  4  June  1937. 

85.  John  Curtis  Goemmer,  born  24  Jan.  1942. 

56.  William  Powelson  Curtis,  born  30  Oct.  1912,  married  at  Raton, 

New  Mexico,  Ruth  Allison  Bruce.  He  was  an  officer  in  the  Pacific 

* 

during  World  War  II.  Their  children  were: 

86.  William  Bruce  Curtis,  born  23  Sept.  1942 

87.  Son  born  1945 

70.  Fred  Lincoln  Curtis,  born  1885,  died  Oct.  1952  in  Edgar  County 


In  1905,  he 
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married  Della  rurgeson.  Their  children  were: 

88.  Byron,  horn  4pril  1905,  married  1927,  myrtle  mason. 

They  have  one  sen,  Allen  Curtis,  born  Feb.  1936. 

89.  Owen,  corn  August  1908,  married  first,  Phoebe  Myers, 
second  Mary  Buntain.  He  has  one  son,  Stephen. 

SO.  Eugene,  married  Dessie  Saiters. 

71.  Charles  C.  Curtis,  born  13  April  1887,  died  1949  at  Paris. 

He  married  1911,  Beulah  Honeywell.  He  had  one  son: 

91.  Richard  Curtis,  born  12  Jan.  1917,  married  Violet 
Grisham. 

73.  Ruth  Rachel  Curtis,  born  1892  married  1912,  Edgar  Parrish. 

They  live  (1953)  in  Paris.  Their  children: 

92.  Harry  Parrish,  born  29  Jan.  1914,  married  11  Feb.  1939 
Frances  Steidle.  H  arry  served  in  World  Y/ar  II.  They  had 
children:  Harry  C.  born  19  April,  1942  and  Pamela,  born 
1943. 

93.  Joseph,  served  overseas  in  Y/orld  War  II.  Married  12 
Dec.  1948,  Kathleen  Noyes,  and  has  one  son  James. 

75.  Dwight  Y/esley  Curtis,  born  6  Jan.  1898,  G  alveston,  Texas, 

married  24  May  1924,  Mary  Gorrell.  Dwight  graduated  from  the 

College  of  the  Pacific,  then  in  San  Jose,  Calif.,  but  now  In 

Stockton,  and  received  an  M.A.  degree  from  Stanford.  He  is  now 

teaching  History  at  Stockton  College  in  Stockton.  His  children 

are  s 

94.  Mary  Louise  Curtis,  born  13  April  1925  at  Lodi,  Calif., 
married  14  Oct.  1944,  Charles  M.  Head,  son  ql  . Roy  and 
Audie  (Turley)  Head.  She  had  one  year  of  siTl^nn  music 

at  College  of  the  Pacific  before  her  marriage.  During  the 
war  she  followed  her  husband  across  the  country  staying 
in  Arizona,  Tesas,  Louisiana  and  Washington,  D.C.,  before 
settling  down  to  make  a  home.  They  now  live  on  a  picturesque 
mountain  "ranch"  in  a  valley  east  of  Santa  Rosa,  Calif. 

Their  children  are:  Barbara  Lee,  born  8  Dec.  1947  and 
Stephen  Lewis,  born  March  29,  1951. 

95.  Dwight  Y/esley,  Jr.,  called  Yi/esley  by  the  family,  was 
born  3  Oct.  1926  in  San  Diego,  Calif.  He  graduated  from 
College  of  the  Pacific  in  1950  and  after  a  year  working  at 
•the  State  Hospital  on  an  experimental  project,  took  one  half 
year  post-graduate  work.  He  married  28  Aug.  1948,  Josephine 
Belinfante,  daughter  of  Jack  and  Anna  (Mount)  Belinfante 
who  graduated  from  College  of  the  Pacific  in  1951  and  is 
now  teaching.  They  have  no  children. 

96.  Charles  William  Curtis  was  born  25  Sept.  1936  at  San 
Luis  Obispo,  Calif. 
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76.  Joseph  Landon  Curtis,  born  1900,  died  1949,  married  1921, 

Ara  Baugher.  Landon  (es  he  was  called)  farmed  south  of  Or land 
Calif,  for  av/hile  but  later  had  a  milk  route  and  bought,  sold 
and  rented  large  farm  machinery.  He  had  three  daughters: 

97.  Helen  Faye,  born  16  Hay  1922,  Corning,  Calif.,  married 
26  Kay  1944,  Leo  Lorraine  Stevens.  They  are  the  parents 

of  Dianne  Lorraine,  born  and  Charles  Curtis  Stevens 

born  7  March  1951. 

98.  Charlotte  Aileen,  born  6  Kay  1926  at  Orland,  married 
20  April  1947  Gordon  Jones.  They  have  two  children:  Carol 
Faye,  born  24  Aug.  1948  and  Gordon  Landon  born  19  April  1950. 
Aileen  attended  College  of  the  Pacific  at  Stockton  for  1^- 
years  and  Chico  State  College  for  two  years. 

99.  Waverly  Bell,  born  1  March  1929  at  Orland,  died  of 
scarlet  fever,  2  Nov.  1935. 

77.  Charles  Wilbert  Curtis,  born  at  Ogden  1902,  married  at  Reno, 
Nevada,  1936  Theresa  Gordon.  Charlie  owned  the  Curtis  Pharmacy 

in  North  Sacramento.  He  died  12  March  1953.  He  had  two  childrens 

100.  Robert  Wallace  Curtis,  born  2  Dec.  1937  at  Yuba  City, 
Calif. 

101.  Colleen  Ann  Curtis,  born  20  Aug.  1941  at  Yuba  City. 

78.  Lawrence  Clayton  Curtis,  born  1906  married  1930,  Dorothy 

Spotswood.  Lawrence  is  a  graduate  of  Chico  State  College  and 
working  for  his  M.A.  He  is  District  Superintendent  of  the 
Jefferson  Union  School  District  in  Santa  Clara  County.  His 
children  are:  . 

i 
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102.  Donald  Edward  Curtis,  born  4  May  1933.^ 

103.  Lawrence  Clayton,  Jr.,  born  9  Dec.  1936.^ 

104.  James  Landon  born  25  Aug.  1939. 

79.  Mary  Louise  Moss,  born  20  August,  1900,  married  1922  Walter 
Powell  Shoaff.  Louise  gives  book  reviews  for  clubs  and  newspapers. 
She  attended  Western  College  at  Oxford,  Ohio  for  three  and  one 

She  6  ,  rj  n  av  ui)  i '  i  «r 

half  years.  Their  children  are: 

105.  Frank  William  Shoaff,  born  18  Nov.  1923  married  1946, 
Marie  Isaac.  He  was  overseas  in  World  War  II  where  he  took 
part  in  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge  and  many  other  desperate 
fights.  After  his  marriage  he  was  a  student  at  Rose 
Polytechnic  College  at  Terre  Haute  but  transferred  to 
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Indiana  State  College  where  he  graduated.  He  is  now  an 
officer  in  the  National  Guard. 

105.  Sara  Charlotte  Sheaf f,  born  12  Nov.  1928,  studied  at 
Western  College  at  Oxford,  Ohio  for  two  years  and  at 
Pasadena  Playhouse  at  Pasadena,  Calif,  for  two  years. 

She  has  done  some  work  with  stock  companies  and  hopes  to 
progress  in  the  field  of  drama. 

80.  Clarence  Calvin  Moss,  born  23  Jan.  1905,  Edgar  County, 

married  3  Sept.  1932,  near  Rossville,  Lola  B.  Ross.  They  live 

on  and  farm  the  old  Moss  farm  and  have  recently  remodded  and  made 

the  fine  old  home  up-to-date.  Clarence  has  a  B.S.  degree  from 

the  University  of  Illinois.  His  children  are: 

107.  Marcia,  born  Dec.  13,  1935. 

108.  Larry  Lane,  born  Feb.  2,  1938 

109.  William  Henry,  born  March  12,  1946. 


